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W ASHING LV&ERM«B |

AND Ti

~anotaer {riumph for

. art of puliing back from
.+ the brick of war.

sinternationalizing the’

Economic Poverty

Behind Suez Crists

By Marquis Childs

Wi {[LP, Secrefary of Stata .ln. n }‘n:t*:
Dulles was still in T.ondon conferring with
ihe ¥rench and the “ritish on the Surs
("anal crisis, it was determined tnat s ro-
turn snould he hailed as

“brinkmanship” or the

Dulle.’ arguinent’ for
1esira.nt did have a.calm-
ing effect and he success-
fully pressed his ca~e {i 1
a 24-nation conferenceon §

Childs

canal. But any sense of |
triumph, as reflected in

. the Secretary's reiteration of me faree of

“mnral principles” in his White House \an
has long since faded.
. The threat to the canal which, in tmn

. menaces the whole Western stake in the
" Middle East, including Europe s oil supnly

has brought the painiul realization that th:-

country -has, in fact, Lad no Fgyptian m .

Mideast policy in any constructive or posi-

" tive sense of the word.

1t is important to recall the soquence e d
recent events. On No /. 14, 1954, Gamal Ab-
del Nasser supplarted Gen, Mohammed Na-

guih, who had beci. aimming at militarv die-

tatorehip. The private boast widety c*cu-
lated in Washington was that th= blradless

. eoun had been engineered bv the Cential
Inté ‘xgence Agency and- taat Nasser was

“our man.”

&hoctly afterward, Henry Bvroade went
as American Ambassador to Cairn, Those
« .0 have seen his first dispatches say that

. t: reported not that Nasser was ‘ our man”

out that he “.could be our man"”

. o
THERE FOLLOWED a long Raggle ove:
the possible sale of American arms ‘o

! ‘Fgipl, with negotiations reportedly bresk-

ing down over Egyptian insistence that pay
ment could be made only in British sier-
ling.

AUG 81956

" the death rate, ‘thanks to modern health ‘

.

O~ 1eason is sad to hh\’je been pressure

“r.r Senators from®the South, anxious to.

revent more world competition from

t.xyptian cotton, who stiputated that the .°

\.wan Dam deal be called off in return for
their support of the foreign aid bill. But

whatever the motive, the way in which the *

oTer -was pulled back seemed deliberately
designad to send Nasser oﬂ on some new
adventure,

Whataver any and-sll of his eritics say

aLout \asser is less than the truth. But
. nm the viewpeint of Western policy and

‘us effurt to malntain stability in the Mid- .

‘1o Fast, to denounce Naesrr as a dema-
Zogue isarrelevant.
It is irrelevant to the massive and terri-

"fving facts of present-day Egypt. As the

Populalion Reference Bureau recently
neinted out, Egypt's birth rate is one of the
highest in the world. At the same time,

techn ques, dropped 40 per cent between

. 1945 and 1852,

.

}

o :
THE BOTLING upsurge of populatiny—

23 nullion people in a country in which 88

per cent of the land is desert—mixed with

“the dvnamite of nationalism, spélls revolu-

tion of one kind or another.

lo the other Arab countries,” and even
te many of the neutrals, this will seem 1o
he a contest not merely between Arab and
Western powers, nor even betweem “colo-

“nial” and “imperial™ natlons, but hetween

Then came the American-Brilish propes-

al to build the high Aswan Dam on the
Nile. This went so far that Eugene Biack
head of the International Bank for Recon-

not once ‘but twice.

with an initial grant of $70 millien from °

the t'vo Western powers—$58 miliion from
the United States and $14 million {rom
Great Britain—the dam couid he built tn
the great benefit of Egypt.

Rut abruptly, and with almost no warrirg
{, nficials of the " au uhy were <ty de
(UssIng aspects of & iarn 104,
aew tuy American oYer.

M AR VI SRR Y

the haves and the have-nois. For this rea.
<un, if for no other, it has the most danger-

ous implications for the oil supply on which

the economy of Western Europe depends.
Seen from this viewpolint, it must appear
that the West had no alternative but to

' ’ e . trv to work with Nasser’' to alleviate the
' struetign, discussed the project with Nasepr -

Riack bhelieved that =

teirful pressures of hunger and popula-
tom In lIsrael, with its herole struggle

1w move forward economically and indus- -

trially, there must he <ome realization of
the threat inherent m the mﬂamed Egvp-
t1an mass
The ‘question row is whnther this is all
i the tragic realm of w et amght have been
wnethor § mgy ot Y
e awiff desceat rr o 0 s Upeal

“r=giitie to check
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